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William Pierce was an English organist and choirmaster who lived and
worked in Australia for much of his life. He was City Organist in Launceston,
Tasmania for many years, and my predecessor as conductor of the
Launceston Philharmonic Society. At his death in 1997 I was invited to look
through the music he left behind, and discovered handwritten manuscripts
of these two superb carols. I have made this edition in the hope that these
little unpublished masterpieces may become as widely known as they
deserve. This edition is faithful to the manuscripts, adding only a suggestion

that one short section be repeated with additional text from the same source.

Neil Buckland

Duration: 4'45



Peace on Earth

Words: Jean Miller Music: William Pierce
Sydney, 1950
rev. 1992
[Andantino] [ed. N. Buckland, 2001]
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Ho - ly Jes - us, on your_ birth-day an - gels sang a mes - sage fair.
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Ho-ly Jes - us, on your birth-day an -gels sang a mes -sage fair.__
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* in the MS, this B is written in the organ part only, with the inscription:
"Men hum? Breathe at different intervals from each other."
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This Endris Night

Words: Medieval Music: William Pierce
J -7 Launceston, Tas. 1993
ed. N.Buckland, 2001
' () 4 .f
Soprano |Hfes- . — - - =
o 7 i i i
Ho - di- e
oy £
A+Z = = 4
Alto D% - ) . - %
o Ho -di-e — —orH — —F—
B/E: f
Tenor | Hes— — ~ o o—@ e %
o ! A i =
5) Ho - di- e
3 = - = L L
Bass | 7" IF o %
\ .
[organ tacet: keyboard reduction for rehearsal only] Ho - di-e_
Phg — %
== :
. L
Organ f J ¢h J J
. . T~
v .” L -
: %

5 .
~ ; 4 Slightly faster [mf]/ I T N

"
N | 7

= ¥ i\l )
47 ¢ C= e —=*
o

1. The oth - er night I saw a  light, a
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Editor's note: Feeling that this carol is all too short as originally composed, I have added [in brackets] suggested
alternative lyrics taken from another version of the medieval English text: the extra verses allow for a repeat of
the indicated section of music. This suggestion and the repeat signs are my own and have no authority in the MS.
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© William Pierce, L'ton Tas. 1993

Originally composed in simpler form for SUMS
Graduate Choir Choral Festival circa 1953





